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Principal Joe Davis, a native
Memphian is now emphatically a
"Tiger," although he graduated
from Booker T. Washington
High School in 1964. In the tra
dition of former Principals at
Manassas.
Joe
Davis
is
embarked upon the development
of a curriculum which is a first
for any school in the Memphis
City
Schools
System.
Understanding that the view
around the school may look
somewhat bleak, Davis philo
sophically reasons that before
the light there is dark. He is
insistent that his and the school's
highest priority is to serve the
needs of the children. Manassas
School which once went from
the first
grade through the
twelfth
is now structured to
serve the 7th grade through the
twelfth. The largest part of the
school population is in the mid
dle school ~ approximately 300
students, while about 365 stu
dents comprise the remaining
high school grades.
Joe Davis believes that the
decline in school population is
related to the fact that very little

affordable attractive housing is
in the area - Oaks Manor the
largest housing project nearby,
has additional units constantly
being boarded up. Also, most of
the families who live in the New
Chicago area are mostly beyond
their child bearing years, with
some of the children even living
with grandparents. Most of the
communities which the school
once served are primarily gone.
The housing stock from the old
communities which remain from
the high schools glory days has
been torn down. The houses
which still exist are in such poor
condition that they are over
looked when people think of
buying. Even most of the small
er businesses have moved on
Joe davis however does not
believe in focusing on the bleak.
He looked to see what wason the
horizon and discovered that there
was a national movement afoot
to implement "High Schools
That Work."
Consequently,
through his efforts and concen
tration on training for teachers in
that area - he has taken a total of
at least 25 teachers to both

Nashville and Atlanta in an
attempt to train staff to move
Manassas in the right direction
for the 21st Century. Manassas
School has three adopters.
Baptist Hospital which Davis
speaks of as one of the finest
adopters in the City. There is
also the Federal Corrections
Institution and the Trinity
C.M.E. Church which has had a
long connection with Manassas.
As for HighSchools that work, it
is on the horizon that all schools
will be involved in some kind of
reform, and it appears that the
combined path of education is
the path of greater sense and the
reform movement of the future.
In that respect, the small popula
tion of Manassas Schoolis at this
time working in its favor, for the
school has a combined education
path which is guiding students to
be able to enter into post sec
ondary education for further
academic study, or to enter a
technical or vocational career.
Manassas is the only school in
the district to have this program - although there are many others
who now want it. Davis says:
"Others ask, how can you afford

to do this? Some people who
want this program don;t under
stand that the larger the school
gets the more problems are
involved." Manassas buses stu
dents from the campus on
Firestone to vocational technical
training two or three times with
in each school week, with stu
dents following both A' an aca
demic schedule, and 'B' a tech
nical vocational schedule. Davis
continued: "Federal monies are
out there and we secured it for
training teachers. Manassas is as
far along as anyone in the district
and probably further along than
most. "Manassas has been fol
lowing the Academic-Vo-Tech
Training path for two years, and
hopefully for the students, this
will turn out to be great. The
school now has a staff of about
65 persons - about 38 teaching
professionals and the remainder
custodial and cafeteria staff.

Cover Credit: Jeff Ritch,
Manassas High School Art
Instructor and The Mid-Soutn
Tribune photographers Earl
Stanback and Mila Shaw.
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"Reclaiming the Glory"
100 years of educating black minds

An early Manassas graduation...
Known to be in the picture are Principal, Mrs. Cora P. Taylor standing far right. Seated second
from the right is Ozie (nee) Johnson Hodge. Seated on the right of Ms. 0. Johnson Hodge is
Ms. Alice (nee) Ray Lemons. (Photo from the Josephine Bruce Sanders Archives)

It is a fact that veiy few black
schools can boast of 100years of
service in the area of educationa field that had for eons been
shut off to African Americans.
As one ventures back into Black
History one can see that it was
once a crime to teach blacks to
read and write. An intelligent
black was a threat and such a
mindset was still very much in

place as blacks got into the
1950's when it took the 1954
Brown vs. the Board of
Education Supreme Court ruling
to eliminate the "equal but sepa
rate" laws and yet another
decade for the 1964 Civil Rights
Law to integrate schools.
Throughout it all, Manassas
High School has forged on by
forging young black minds with

high ideals, determination, and a
profound interest in African,
African
American,
and
American heritage.
For a hundred years and now
going into the 21st century is a
continuing Manassas High
School, the oldest accredited
African American High School
in Memphis and Shelby County,
Tennessee. Such an honor natu

rally gives it the distinction of
also being, to reiterate, one of the
few African American high
schools with such claim. Thus, it
is apropos that Manassas is in the
process of "Reclaiming the
Glory," its theme for the conclu
sion of the 20th centuty and the
beginning of the 21st century.
A
grand
celebration,
"Reclaiming the Glory" will be

hosted by the Memphis Chapter
Alumni Association on August
5-8 at The Sheraton Four Points
Hotel. Mote than a thousand for
mer and current students are
expected to participate. Members
from the Los Angeles, Chicago
and newly formed East Coast
chapters will converge on the
city starting Thursday, August 5.

Please see page 26
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MANASSAS HIGH SCHOOL
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS... "Reclaiming the Glory"
Centennial Celebration
August 5-8,1999
Memphis, Tennessee
Headquarters Hotel - Four Points Sheraton
2240 Democrat Road (Airways and Democrat)
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Thursday. August 5. 1999
10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. - Registration (Sheraton Hotel Lobby)
7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. - OPENING CEREMONY (Sheraton Grand Ballroom)
8:30 P.M. - 10:00 P.M. - Alumm Presidents' Reception (Garden Court)
Friday. August 6. 1999
8:30 A.M. - Tiger Tracks Commemorative Run/Walk in the "Hood" (Manassas)
8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. - Registration (Sheraton Hotel Lobby)
10:30 A.M. - Historical Marker Unveiling Ceremony (Front campus of Manassas)
11:30 A.M. - Old Fashioned Picnic - Fun, Games and Entertainment (Manassas
Campus)
8:00 P.M. - Gold and Blue Rcvuc - Rc-Crcation of Annual Show
(Sheraton Grand Ballroom)
Saturday. August 7. 1999
Continental Breakfast
8:00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon - Seminars and Workshops
7:00 P.M. - CentenniaJ Banquet/Dance - "Black Tie" (Sheraton Grand Ballroom)
Sunday. Auyust 8. 1999
10:00 A.M. - Awards Brunch (Sheraton Grand Ballroom)

\
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The
History
of
Manassas
High
School

The Founder Spencer Johnson and Family from
Chicago Historical Society to Odie Tolbert and
the Manassas Archives.
Compiled by
Odie H, Tolbert, Jr., Archivist
Manassas High School took its
name form Manassas Street,
whose name was derived form
the First major battle of the Civil
War fought on July 21, 1861 in
Virginia near a village called
Manassas, along the banks of the
winding Bull Run River.
Manassas was erected in 1899on
the west side of Manassas Street
north of the Belt Line. Spencer
Johnson took the lead in advocat
ing a neighborhood school for
African Americans in North
Memphis in 1899. With the help
of like-minded individuals, he
petitioned the Shelby County
Board of Education to place the
school in this growing North
Memphis community.
The school in 1900, was a tworoom famed structure with
Attorney William H. Foote as its

first principal. In 1902, two more
rooms were added to the frame
building and in 1904, the school
was enlarged again. Attorney

"That year, Manassas
became the only four year
accredited
African
American high school in
Shelby County, Tennessee,
and thus, graduated itsfirst
senior class."
Foote resigned as principal in
1904 to accept a position with
the U.S. Postal Service and was
succeeded by Mrs. Ella Mosely
Johnson. Next to assume the
principalship were Mrs. Julia B.
Sims and Ms. Rosie Washington
(who later became Mrs. William
Foote). In 1909, the County
Board of Education appointed
Mrs. Cora P. Taylor as principal.
She took the lead in making

Keynote speaker:
George Forbes

additional improvements to the
school.
Mrs. Taylor, along with the Rev.
L. A. Kemp, the pastor of Gospel
Temple Baptist Church on
Manassas Street, raised funds to
purchase the land where the pre-*
sent building is located. In 1918,
a 16-room stucco building was
erected. In 1921, a two-story
frame building was added
including the beginning of the
ninth grade class. That year,
Manassas became the only four
year
accredited
African
American high school in ShelbyCounty, Tennessee, and thus,
graduated its first senior class.
Mr. Julius Rosenwald (1862George L. Forbes was born in
1932), a businessman, humani
Memphis. Tennessee in 1931.
tarian and philanthropist, created
He earned a Bachelor of Arts
the Julius Rosenwald Fund in
degree from Baldwin Wallace
1917. A part of this fund was to
College in 1957 and completed
studies at Cleveland-Marshall
Please see page 26

Law School earning a Juris
Doctorate degree.
His entire professional career
has been characterized by deep
commitment to country and comPlease see page 26
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Living History: Mrs. Kathryn Thomas
A conversation with the serene and charming legend in her own time

By Ariene Sanders
The Mid-South Tribune
and the
Black Information Highway
(B.I.H.)
www.midsouthtribune.com
Writer's note: Mrs. Kathryn
Perry Thomas began Manassas
School at the age of five years.
She attended from the first
through the twelfth grades when
Mrs. Cora P. Taylor was the
principal. Mrs. Thomas credits
the successes of her life to the
fact that she was taught many
things by the very wonderful and
outstanding faculty who taught
at Manassas School. I had a
wonderful conversation with
Mrs. Thomas in the comfort of
her very lovely home. The elo
quence of Mrs. Thomas belied
the need for many questions so
the content of her portion of the
conversation appears, almost in
its entirety, in Mrs.Thomas' own
words..

The Voice of Mrs. Thomas:
Mrs. Cora P, Taylor always ven
tured out to find the best that
could be offered to the students
so the school and she were suc
cessful. While I was a student at
school, our teachers came from
Fisk, Tennessee State, Chicago
University, Atlanta's Morehouse
and Manassas! You had many
teachers who finished the high
school and immediately began
teaching and going to school in
the summertime, working toward
their degree. At that time you
could teach school afterfinishing
high school, and I was able to
observe all that while I was
going through school.
Also
there were many activities that
were very productive for the
children. There were concerts,
because the faculty consisted of
very talented people and they
were very creative and these cre
ative things produced character
and creativity in the childrea
Indeed they were very wonderful

because they were successful in ing the night so that the parents
building character and exposing could come. Also, Manassas
the children to some of the cul was the only school that had an
tures which we would perhaps auditorium and many programs
one day attend and see. During from south Memphis and
my high school, there were two Nashville - Mr. Cole from
Tennessee State produced marry
teachers who put on great dra
mas. Ms. Addie Jones and Ms. stage plays and they were held in
Thelma West. They produced the Manassas auditorium. And
such things as East Lynn, Nancy of course Mr. Roland Hayes was
presented there. That's wonder
Anna Brown Folks, Dust of the
Earth, Winterset by Eugene ful isn't it?
O'Neill, and we had great musi
Although we didn't have typing
cals. "The Gypsy Baron," and at the school at the time, Mrs.
there were two featured singers Taylor would
have Mr.
then, Rose Phillips and Elsie Henderson from over at the
Shaw.
Henderson Business College to
Also, there were another two bring students out and to show to
teachers who began what was the students, the advantage of
called the Spring Revue,and they learning how to type. And
did the ballet and used all the although it was not in our cur
popular songs at that time. They
riculum she exposed us to what
were using beautiful music - we could get into later on. And
what you would call today - the Mr. Henderson himself used to
kind of shows that you'd see on
type with the students, and he
Broadway.
The students would do it by music. He sure
responded to these teacher's did!
training. In the meantime, we
Let me see now, what would I
were very fortunate to have Mr. like to talk about. I like to talk
Jimmy Luneeford who was from about the faculty. We had a very
Fisk University who taught creative and talented faculty.
music, who coached football, The teachers were from the vari
basketball, and baseball. Avery ous communities around the
talented man and from his teach school, including north and south
ings he produced the first orches Memphis. They had the first
tra of any high school - Mr. drum and bugle corps in 1938,1
Jrmmy Luneeford. And as time believe, under Ms. Ross and
moved on, I graduated from Juanita Perkins Franklin. And
Manassas in 1932 and that was we had - I'm trying to get all
the year Jimmy Luneeford left these first names, you know.
Manassas with his orchestra to
During that time Mrs. Taylor
perform in all parts of the United built a good athletic association
States. Also, I'd like to point out with basketball
Woodstock
that Mrs. Taylor added to the High School was our rival at that
school many features - the time,and Mrs. Perkins - Do you
industrial department where remember Mrs. Perkins? Mrs.
boys learned to do manual labor Ethel Perkins? Her brother
and there was sewing and cook
Lloyd James was the star, and
ing - home economics we called also her husband Thomas
it. And from that the children Perkins. Also, in dealing with
went out into the vicinity and got basketball the girls were very
jobs and became creative in outstanding. Minnie and Mamie
those areas. And, you had good
Shields, Willie Mae Crook, Julia
teachers like Mr. Emanuel Weed
Lane. They were very talented
who besides teaching chemistry - basketball players at that time.
- produced the first minstrel And the teachers who were
show at Manassas. Prior to that
involved with the musicals and
Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Williams all, Mrs. Georgia Quinn, Mrs.
called their shows the spring
Bernice Thomas ~ they had and
revue. Every spring they pro
brought in a lot of ideas, because
duced the talents of these chil
you put EVERYBODY in the
dren. They put it together. They
concert. You see what I mean?
put it together for programs dur
During those years in high

school I was able to gather much
knowledge because the teachers
were so very excellent. I played
for the assemblies. You know
we marched in at assembly. We
had assembly everyday and a
speaker on program..
I had three music teachers:
Mrs. Pearl Johnson, Mrs.
Georgia Quinn and Mrs. - Let
me see what was her name? I'm
going to have to say Mrs. J.
Bailey. Her husband was a doc
tor. That's where I got most of
my music from, Mrs. Bailey.
She finished Fisk in music.
Those were private lessons and
my father provided that. I played
for assemblies at times, and
played a march to march in on it
seems ALL the time. We
marched in by music and we
marched out. I was one of the
ones who played. We had sever

al alternates and I was one of
them. And I was in that play,
"Nancy Anna Brown Folks." I
jumped up on that desk and now
I couldn't jump up on a. ..
(Laughter.)
I went to LeMoyne. After fin
ishing Manassas SchoolI went to
LeMoyne College and attended
LeMoyne College four years.
And there again, I was taught by
a very, very good faculty Mr
Frank Sweeney was the president
of the school. I became veiy
interested in the foreignlanguage
Spanish and my teacher Mr.
Juan Garcia noticed that and
from then on, besides taking
classes, I played the music and
taught the children the Spanish
songs and all. And then at the
end of the four years we had a
beautiful program in ^
LeMoyne library and I playedfor

Please see page 7
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from page 6
that with an orchestra. It was
formal, and in it was introduced
the formation of the Pan
American states. But it was real
ly a formal for introducing the
Spanish background. My friend
who was 'queen' [for that pro
gram] is dead now. They did the
bolero and that is a hard dance to
do. That was a part of my being
at LeMoyne. But at LeMoyne I
learned because I've always
loved cultural things. From a
child I loved the drama, and
music. And in my family - my
father played music and at times
we played together. During the
time I was at LeMoyne I was
exposed to drama and we put
on..., let me see what was the
name of that thing? I've forgot
ten now. But I was in one play at
LeMoyne which was called
"Thanks Awfully,"
(More
Laughter.) One word.... The man
- that was his entire dialogue.
All the rest of us had something
to say but his only answer was
"Thanks Awfully." That was a
funny thing then The years at
LeMoyne were very, very
happy,.and informing, knowl
edge filled, and built within you
the desire to reach for the highest
things in life, and that's what I
have tried to do. And to make
things move on, I have spent
most of my life at Manassas. I
finished college after four years,
and I taught two years in
Mississippi and five years at
Florida school, and I came back
to Manassas the fall of 1945.
And as a teacher, I tried to teach
and build the character of my
children and to cultivatetheir tal
ents. I learned from them, and
they learned from me. We all
learned together. I taught down
in the grades from '45 until the
fall of '51 and then I went up into
the high school teaching Spanish
and English. But I will never
forget teaching the sixth grade. I
taught fifth and sixth grade with
the same students. I was in a
room in the shop and the princi
pal, Mr. Hayes, decided that I
was in such a kind of crude sur
roundings that he would give me
the best students. And I declare,
those years were joyous, and
being young at that time, it didn't
bother me — the building because I saw there were other
fine teachers in that building, the
SHOP teachers. Mr. Tinsley, Mr.
Able, Mr Holmesand Mr. Wyatt.
But I finally got into the high
school teaching Spanish and
English,and at the end of 1953

The Mid-South Tribune Special Edition
,my first commencement with a
senior class, I produced a pro
gram, Pan American Day arid it
was a success. Alpha Brawner,
who is an international singer
now, did the part of Carmen. We
had a teacher from Melrose
whose name was Mildred
McCleaves. She and I worked
together. We had the program
first at my school and then we
had it the next time at her school
We used the students. And I tell
you, it was very elaborate. The
students themselves made the
costumes, and I will never forget
Mrs., uh... what's her name? She
talked very softly. Name some of
them. Yes, that's right. Mrs.
Eddings.
Yes, Mrs. Eddings
made the costumes. We did an
outstanding thing on the bull
fighters dance, and Mrs. Eddings
made the costumes and I bought
the records at Gerbers. Mrs.
Williamson who was a teacher at
that time taught them the dance.
And I had a book with Spanish
dances from other countries. We
used that and we did that for four
years and I'd like to pay tribute
to those students. They were
very good.
We did the
Argentine, the Cuban. We had
the tango; and strange as it may
seem, we borrowed all the South
American flags from the recre
ation department; and the
bunting from the people down
town with the Cotton Carnival.
Anything we needed we could
borrow. We borrowed the nurs
es' capes from Baptist Hospital
to do the Tango. We borrowed
five. So all of these were very
colorful things to the student.
They learned and they enjoyed it.
The audience enjoyed it.
Well to talk about how
Manassas grew, under Mr. Hayes
they added that new library. We
didn't have a library. He added a
In our high
new cafeteria.
school they still had teachers of
great talents. There was Mr.
Walter Guy who taught the [visu
al] artists and Mr. Emerson Able
taught music. Matt Garrett was
one who was outstanding in
music. You finished in '59?
Well you know. Manassas had
its golden years you know.
Manassas had students who
scored academically to attend
Notre Dame, Wellesley, Vassar,
Smith, Williams, University of
Michigan, Bryn Mawr, Yale, and
the University of Connecticut.
Those were outstanding schools
for scholarship and we had stu
dents who were smart! Some of
the students went to Tennessee
State, they went to Fisk, they
went to LeMoyne - long before

they had LeMoyne-Owen. They
went to Florida, they went to
Cleveland.. Mr. Thomason's son
went to Case. I taught him. We
had so many -we had about four
or five hundred students taking
foreign language at one time Latin, Spanish, and French. We
were truly lucky to get four or
five hundred students to take for
eign languages. The students
participated, cooperated. I say
all that to say this; By that train
ing at Manassas, three-fourths
of the students have excelled and
I can say that truthfully. We
must not forget, that these stu
dents were high in academics.
Not everybody, but there seemed

Logan only stayed about four
years before he got hiked off to
the board.
I can say this: Through my
learning and all, and being
exposed, I personally love the
Arts. I love the drama, I love the
opera, I love the symphony. The
Arts are a tool for building per
sonality, good conversation,
politeness. It also gives in a cer
tain sense, moral character build
ing. You are exposed and you
come into all the color of that.
And I've been like that all my
life. Playing the piano I played
for concerts at school and I
played for church for thirty
years. Solamjustaloveranda
patron. Aral I like people and I
think that is just the greatest
thing to be able to communicate
with people.and to treat people
well, and that is one of my
philosophies. I was going to
give you a quote that I like about
music. I'll go get it.

"..[B]ut there seemed to
have been a trend where
the parents were coopera
tive. They worked, they
sent their children to
school and they were inter
ested in coming over about
disciplining — disciplining
how well they learned. And Intermission:
it all paid off because the
interest of the parents was I found it very endearing that a
with the teachers."
woman of Mrs. Thomas' accom
to have been a trend where the
parents were cooperative. They
worked, they sent their children
to school and they were interest
ed in coming over about disci
plining - disciplining how well
they learned. And it all paid off
because the interest of the par
ents was with the teachers. Of
course, as I kept teaching at
Manassas Mr. Hopson came.
And he was truly an educator.
He worked very hard to push the
students to the highest realm.
After him came Logan Mitchell.

plishments and seniority still
retains such a wonderfulsense of
humor and so unassuming a dis
position. Throughout our con
versation she had to be coaxed to
reveal so much about herself,
saying, "I don't want the people
to think I am trying to push
myself!" "That was very much
interesting indeed since I had to
practically threaten to throw
myself from my window balcony
(I didn't tell her its on the first
floor) to get her to let me do the
interview and to record her. Mrs.
Thomas' gives great credit to her

late parents, Andrew and Rena
Perry for the exemplary life they
provided for her and seven sib
lings, Andrew, Jr., Albert, Oliver,
William, Donald, Castella and
Evelyn. Although she has ever
been most courteous and inter
ested when I have spoken with
her, she truly came alive with the
mention of her beloved theater
and travel. At a time when she
might have foregone the theater
because of the intended indignity
of racial segregation, rather than
to miss once in a lifetime events,
Mrs. Thomas bought tickets and
sat in the gallery atthe Memphis'
Ellis Auditorium. There she saw
such marvels as the great Ethel
Barry morein 1945 in person per
forming in "The Com Is Green"
.As if that were not marvel
enough, she returned to the same
venue in 1954 to see the great
Diana Barry more perform in per
son in "Rebecca." Mrs. Thomas
also saw Mary Martin in her leg
endary stage performance of
Peter Pan. She attended every
performance of the Metropolitan
Opera which came to Memphis.
In her travels abroad Mrs.
Thomas says that she has been
blessed to travel and visit all of
the edifices of Western Europe.
Teaching English and Spanish,
she was thrilled to go to
Westminster Abby and to
observe all of those tombs. John
Milton, Robert Browning, stat
ing that "Windsor Castle..."'
Mrs, Thomas' Epilogue:
"...looked just as it did in the
classroom English book. There
were pictures of the outdoor
book stores and the Thames

Please see page 29

Mrs. Thomas relaxes at home. (Photo by Arlene Sanders)
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Profiles

Manassas Graduates: Academy and Grammy
Isaac Hayes (left) and noted photographer
Ernest C. Withers. (Photo by Mila Shaw)

Boyhood friends from the 40's Henry Sanders, Jr and Ernest C.
Withers, 1941; Mrs. Dorothy Withers (seated), 1943, and Arlene
Sanders 1959. (Withers Photo)

Ernest C. Withers, Photographer
There was considerable danger
in covering civil rights move
ment activities from the 1950's
through the 1970's, yet this
Manassas High School graduate,
class of 1941, has amassed a col
lection of photographs which
bear graphic testimony to his
own strength and endurance as
well as to thatof his subjects. At

Manassas School he is remem
bered for having broken the rules
of assembly by walking to the
front of the auditorium to photo
graph Marva Trotter Louis, the
wife of Heavyweight boxing
champion Joe "The Brown
Bomber" Louis. The building
where his offices are housed at
333 Beale bears his name and a

bronze engraving of his likeness
on the edifice. He is featured in
several books including the
chronicle of the civil rights sani
tation strike in Memphis, "I Am
a Man" He is expected to return
on tour with his nationally
acclaimed photographic exhibit
within the next several months.

Willie Joe Alexander, Union Leader
Always personable when the sit
uation allows. Willis JQS
Alexander is also tough as may
remember the graduates of the
class of 57, and 58, 59 and so on
ad infinitum because it seems
that he tries to attend everyone's
reunions. He graduated in 1957
from Manassas, and after high
went to work for the Firestone
Plant. He subsequently became
a Corrections Officer at the
Shelby County Penal Farm arel
worked in that capacity for
eleven years. During that time

he became president of g local
union chapter. His leadership
was so effective that Willie Joe
now serves as the president of
the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal
Employees (AFSCME AFL-CIO
LOCAL 1733). The offices are
located at 485 Beale Street.
Willie Joe Alexander presides
for over more than 4,000 union
members and travels extensively
throughout the country in the
performance of his duties. He is
staunch in protecting the integri

ty and rights Oi the union mem
bership. Recently returned from
a trip to Boston and activities
which brought him into the envi
ronment of Harvard University
classrooms, Willie Joe reflected
on how well the Manassas facul
ty and students had done with,
comparatively
speaking of
amenities, so little. Willie Joe is,
sometimes to his son-in-law's
chagrin, influencing his six year
old grandson, Alexander Smith,
in the ways of Willie Joe's own
personal style of leadership.
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Dr. Odie H. Tolbert, Archivist Extraordinaire

Dr. Odie H. Tolbert, Jr. attended
Manassas High School from
grades one through 12. He grad
uated in 1957. After Highschool,
Dr. Tolbert began his college
studies by virtue of a scholarship
in music to S.A. Owen, Jr.
College (which
After graduation duringa stint in
the Army, Odie Tolbert received
auditory nerve damage from the
sound of a 90 millimeter gun.
Yet, the indefatigable Odie
Tolbert went on to attend
LeMoyne
College
(now
Lemoyne -Gwen), graduated,
and later received his Master's
degree in Library Science from
Northern Illinois University.
Subsequently, Dr. Tolbert, affec
tionately called Odie by many,
went on to become certified in
Black Studies Librarianship at
Fisk University.
Dr. Tolbert has done graduate
work
at
Chicago
State
University,
the
Memphis
Theological Seminary and
received an advanced certifica
tion
in
Black
Studies
Librarianship at Fisk University.
He was awarded an honorary
Doctor of Humanities Degree
from Trinity Hall College and
Seminary.
Odie now serves as an Associate
Professor and Catalog Librarian
at the University of Memphis,
where he began thirty years ago
as the first African American
librarian on the former Memphis

State University's staff. Dr.
Tolbert is married to Magnolia
Nan Tolbert and they have three
children , Alisa, the eldest holds
a Masters Degree in Speech
Pathology and now serves as a
speech pathologist at the
Arlington
(Tennessee)
Developmental
Center.
Daughter Carla, the middle child
is employed as a Special
Education teacher at Treadwell
High School in Memphis,
Tennessee. Odie, III is current
ly a student at the University of
Tennessee at Martin. Odie's sis
ters Delores Tolbert Malone,
MHS Class of 1960 is a teacher
in the Memphis City School sys
tem, Mary Tolbert Bland MHS
class of 1964 is an assistant prin
cipal with the Pasadena Unified
School District, Pasadena,
California. Dr. Tolbert and his
family are members of the
Church of God and Christ where
he serves as Librarian for the
C.H. Mason System of Bible
Colleges within the West
Tennessee COGIC.
As the National Archivist for
COGIC over a period of ten
years, Dr. Tolbert's ideas helped
place Mason Temple on the
National Register of Historic
Places. Manassas High School,
the Alumni Association, and
indeed all who love Manassas
are exceptionally fortunate in
having Dr. Tolbert as a school
historian and as the Archivist

Joyce Blair Anderson and
Odie Tolbert (above)
and (below) alumni at
Cora P. Taylor tree planting.

Odie Tolbert with
Manassas grad, State
Rep. Larry Turner.
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The Manassas Centennial Summer Nosh

Arlene Sanders

Marshall Shanks is congratulated by
Shelby County Mayor Jim Rout.

By Arlene Sanders
The Mid-South Tribune
and the
Black Information Highway (B.I.H.)

www.midsouditribuiie.com

"Those were the days my friend,
we thought they'd never end.
We 'dsing and dance,forever and
a day. We'd live the life we
choose, we'd fight and never
lose. Those were the days, oh yes
those were the days."
Song of the 1960's
James Russell, member in good
standing, chairman of several
class gatherings, generally a
good guy, and all-around facto
tum of my own high school
class, has been an acquaintance

since second grade. Lately he
has shown himself to be, as
depicted in the movie, The
Wrong Box/'a mighty quick one
with the sheets..." (shroud) when
it comes to longevity expecta
tions for his classmate peers.
James, you bring it up so much.
What was it you said- "We are
on our way out?" We are each of
us on our way out (or back in)
from the time we are conceived.
Yet, in spite of our mortality, I
hope we shall meet again. Even
if as you seem to suggest,
Russell, that we were almost
bom in biblical times, let me
remind you that our cousin
Methuselah lived about 900
years. Yet, even as old as he
was, I do not think he would

have rushed off to his class
reunion because his classmate
suggested that he would eitherbe
crippled, dead, or irrevocably
senile by next week. Cousin
"Selah" probably would have
wanted to spend thelast few days
with his real friends. Old (par
don the non-pun) Buddy, as
accurate as your premises might
be, morbidity just ain't no way
to pep up the Party! Even if it
becomes true that neither you nor
I win the longevity "tontine," the
life expectancy, quality andvital
ity of our peers has ircreased
since the first light of our person
al medieval dawn. I remain
thankful that the significant mat
ter of life is the esteem that fills
the center. Yet as always, I find

myself applauding you. You do
what modem day thanatologist
and my personal "infinity gum"
Ganga Stone advises: You are
willing to at least "Start the
Conversation. ' In addition,
perennially youthful Willie Joe
Alexander - who is in an
excellent position to know —
agrees with you in principle. He
says,
"Manassas graduates
would be a lot better off if we
could get together more often
and LESS at funerals." I find
myself reminded
of Mark
Twain's comments about the
funeral (Letters From the Earth):
The person in whose honor the
entertainment is given will suffer
no inconvenience" from the
stuffiness of the flowers and fur

ther, will implacably ignore that
you are there.
The Gala of the Manassas
Centennial is an excellent oppor
tunity for us to Nosh, make new
acquaintances, and renew some
old. For many of us there will be
people with whom we as youths
spent from one to twelve years.
(By one virtue of the GOOD
OLD days, a few of us attended
Manassas for more than twelve
years.) I took this golden oppor
tunity to look up some old
friends and to browse through
several yearbooks. I will not say
which years lest some of the
ladies (and more than a few
gents) chastise me for being
indiscreet. (Since there is only

Please see page 30
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Mrs. Mary Bonner (left) with the Legendary Rosa Parks and Friend.

Mary Jo Bonner
Graduate of the MHS class of
1942, Mary Jo Bonner retired in
1985 from her position as Court
Clerk with the New York State
Supreme Court. She spent a total

of 42 years in the systemand was
a member of the TribuneSociety,
a black organization of the New
York State Courts, and was hon
ored by the group at her retire
ment. Ms. Bonner was also a
member of the New York

Ford Nelson
Graduate of the class of 1942,
Mr. Nelson was one of the early
personalities on the nation's first
radio station to go to an all black
format. He began as the piano
player for B.B. King making the
switch to radio disk jockey and
announcer shortly thereafter.
Armed with an education from
Manassas and LeMoyne College
where he received a degree in
English, Nelson was one of the
most mellifluous and cultured
speakers on the air. Nelson is a
spoits, concerts and movie fan,

likes the theater and plays, and
was himself, formerly a pool
player.
(Move over Paul
Newman.) For many years Ford
Nelson covered the Memphis
political beat for various media
and publications, and recently
worked for the Memphis Public
Library Channel. He may still be
heard on the weekly broadcast as
narrator for the Columbus
Baptist Church on KFTH Radio,
107.1.

Chapter of the St. George
Association, Chapter 75 and
served at one time as the presi
dent. Feeling the presence of
divine spirit in the early 1980's
Mary Bonner was led to return to
Memphis in 1985. She cared for

her ailing mother until her moth
er's death in July 1990. Mrs.
Bonner is thankful for the excel
lent organization of the Alumni
Association of 1942 (Of which
Mr. Ford Nelson is also a mem
ber), crediting the group and

their activities with vital, posi
tive input into her re-adjustment
to Memphis. Ms. Bonner attends
Bible Study and Sunday Worship
at the church of her childhood.
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist
Church.

Eliza J. White Kirby
Jean, who has made nursing a
career, is currently a coordinator
and facilitator with the Memphis
Alcohol and Drag Council. She
was formerly a research nurse
with the University of Tennessee
in obstetrics and gynecology.
Eliza considers her trip to the
Middle East - the Garden of
Gethsemane, the Jordan River,
the sea of Galilee, and excur
sions throughout Palestine and
among the Bedouins - to be "the
trip of a lifetime." Eliza was
amused to see while in the
Middle East a sign with Elvis

Please see page 15
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guiding students to excellence at
Georgia Elementary School in
Memphis, Tennessee. Hollye
|serves on numerous education
civic committees, quite
I notably: Memphis City Schools
Standards Implementation and
[Goodwill Homes Community
Services, Inc. Hollye received
the Alpha Kappa Alpha South
[Eastern Regional Director's
I Humanitarian Award in 1996 as
well as the Soror of the Year
Award for 1993. This year
Hollye was named teacher of the
year by her fellow professionals
and colleagues at Georgia
Elementary. Hollye is a lifelong
member of St. Stephens
Hollye Martin Shotwell
Missionary Baptist Church
where she serves on the Board of
Popular as a student of the class
Trustees.
Hollye's sister
of 1957 (she was a cheerleader
Claudette Martin Lacy graduated
on the "Pep Squad" ), Hollye
in the MHS class of 1954 and her
follows in the tradition of fine
brother Leonard Earl Martin
Manassas teachers, nurturing and
graduated in 1956.

John Eddie Jones
Eddie's concentration is in pho
tography and video film produc
tion He received his Master of
Fine Arts at the Memphis
College of Art with emphasis on
Visual Information Arts. Among
his films and videos are: A
Legacy of Caring; The Choice Is
Up To You; and Baby Love, a
training film for substance abuse
His photographic
mothers.
exhibits include Arts In the Park:
Then and Now and an exhibit at
the Memphis Brooks Museum.
He has also exhibited for
Sidewalk University Books, the
Memphis Arts Festival, and
appeared in a one man show at
LeMoyne-Owen. His photos are
notably published in African

American Voices of Triumph,
Time Life Books and in Richard
Wright Daemonic Genius with
Margaret Walker. Forthcoming
will be his art in An Anthology
of African American Literature
by Prentice Hall Publications.
Eddie focuses to have his camera
record the "yesterday" and "the
measure of ourselves as a peo
ple," Though Eddie attended
Manassas for about eleven years
during the late forties and
through much of the 1950's he
received his diploma from the
Palmer Institute in North
Carolina. His sister, the late
Laverne Jones Jack attended
Manassas during the sameperiod
of time.

Marshall Shanks
Class of 1968
An employee in the Division of
Planning and Development,
Marshall died on July 10. 1999.
He was a graduate of Tennessee
State University where he con
tinued with talents exhibited in
the Manassas High School Band.
1 was the driving force

behind the dynamic Commercial
Revitalization Program and was
instrumental in getting the
Community Redevelopment Act
of 1998 passed in the state legis
lature. At the time of his death
he was president-elect of the
Black Business Associatioa

Lizzie Patterson Dickerson
Lizzie's special interest is com
munity service. She is a member
of the Board of Deacons at
Second Congregational United
Church of Christ, and pursues
many of her service activities
through the Church and through
her membership in the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority. Lizzie is
a past president of the Beta
Epsilon Omega Chapter and
Chairman of the President's

Council. Having graduated from
LeMoyne College in 1963,
Lizzie remains active in the
Alumni Scholarship fund, work
ing annually toward the success
ful launching of the LeMoyne
Owen Renaissance Gala. Lizzie
is a member of the Community
Relations Council and Chairman
of the Operations Committee for
the Memphis Job Corps Center.
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Katie Shelton Bethea
Katie is a teacher at Treadwell
Elementary School specializing
in identifying diverse and innov
ative strategies for curriculum
development. She has taught
computer skills to 4th, 5th and
6th grade studentsand conducted
workshops for the instruction of
other teachers in the use of com
puters as related to school cur
riculum. Kate is an Honorary
Staff Member of the 86th district
Advisory Council and a member
of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority.
As all parent are justly proud of
their children. Katie is justly
proud of her daughter Tracy
Bethea who is a national radio
celebrity, formerly of WDIA and
now program director of
KWAM. The Light, radio 990.
Katie is a graduate of theclass of
1959. Katie's brother Herbert
Shelton and sister Rosie Shelton
Carter also attended Manassas.
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We
salute
Manassas
High School
on
its 100th
Anniversary
of educating
young minds!

Just wanted you to know
where we're coming from.
EFIRSTTENNESSEE
All Things Financial.
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Earlice Taylor
Founder
of
Glenview
Community
Development
Partners, Inc., and the Y.E.S.
program (Youth Engaged for
Success), Ms. Taylor's contribu
tions serve as a prototype for the
preservation of history and cul
ture. The impetus of both orga
nizations is to provide for youth
and the entire community a more
enriched cultural heritage. One
of the programs initiated by Ms.
Taylor, The Educators Hall of
Fame, gives tribute to proven
community
models whose
achievementsjiave strengthened,
empowered and improved the
quality of so many lives. A
Congressional proclamation in

her honor declares: Mrs. Earlice
Taylor is deservingof the highest
honor for her role in supporting
and inspiring the youth of this
city and region through this ini
tiative... Her commitment as
founder of the Hall of Fame has
promoted a heightened respect
for the lives and commitments of
these historical leaders and edu
cators among the youth."
Earlice, after having shown her
self to be an outstanding soprano
vocalist as a member of the Girl's
Glee Club and the Senior High
School Choir (under the direc
tion of Mrs. Bobbie Blakely
Jones), actually spent her senior
year at St. Mary's in Chicago.

The Mid-South Tribune is hon
ored to have used art work by
Manasass High School art
teacher, Jeff Ritch, as its cover
for the school's 100th Year
Anniversary.
Mr. Ritch, originally from
Birmingham,
Alabama,
is
described by his peers and stu
dents as a dedicated teacher who
has followed in the traditional
steps of numerous Manassas
High School teachers in that he

"truly cares about his students."
He holds a Fine Arts Degree
from Birmingham Southern
College and a Master's Degree
from
the
University
of
Mississippi ("Ole Miss", Oxford,
Mississippi). He also holds a
Master's Degree in Education
from
the University of
Montevallo (Alabama). A sculp
tor by training, he has been an art
instructor at Manassas for seven
years.

This noted artist has been fea
tured in numerous art showings
and galleries throughout the
Mid-South.
"I'm excited about Manassas
going into the 21st century and
the celebration that will be going
on," said Mr. Ritch." It gives the
students a chance to see that
they are part of the history of
Memphis and Shelby County."

Kirby
from page 12
Presley Inn on it in English.
Ironically, Eliza and her fellow
travelers caused much excite
ment at the inn when it was dis
covered that some among the
group were from Memphis.
Eliza would like to go back to the
Middle East and to London and
Paris - particularly to Paris and
the Eiffel Tower where Eliza
managed to run out of camera
film. Eliza's hobby is gardening.
She is a member of St. James
A.M.E. Church at fourth and
Saffarans where she has attended
since childhood.

Biology class with
A. C. Williams
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Gold and Blue
By G. P. Quinn
Gold and blue, the emblem of

Manassas
Best old school there is in unity
Best old school there is in all
creation
And the gold and blue a sign of
purity.
Gold and blue it stands for
peace and beauty
Each brave heart will answer to
her call
Hand in hand we stand to do our
duty
And we'll never let Manassas
fall.
We'll never let Manassas fall
For we love her the best of all
We don't want to fight to show
our might
But when we start we'll fight,
fight, fight!
In peace or war our voices ring
And old Manassas we will sing
At the sound of her call, we'll
show them all
We'll never let Manassas fall.'

4. C Williams (later known as "Moohah ") always inspired school spirit in the students.
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Boy Scouts in the 1950's
The teachers in the photo are Mrs. Willa McWilliams and Mr Samuel Wyatt. Students known to be in the picture
ire Larry Bingham, James Russell, Carroll Bledsoe, Eddie Phillips, Arvester Hughes, Curtis Montgomery, Albert
Greer and Finley Lanier, among others.

One of the finest sounds imaginable their theme song was "Flying Home."
Musicians such as Frank Strozier and Harold Mabern, among many others
played in this exciting band.
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Still I Rise
JUST LIKE THE

M O O N S

AND THE SUNS

WITH CERTAINTY OF TIDES
JUST LIKE HOPES SPRINGING HIGH

Still I'll rise
OUT OF HUTS OF HISTORY'S SHAME

I rise
I'M A BLACK OCEAN LEAPING AND WIDE
WELLING AND SWELLING I BEAR IN THE TIDE
LEAVING BEHIND NIGHTS OF TERROR AND FEAR

I rise
INTO THE DAYBREAK THAT'S WONDROUSLY CLEAR

I rise
THE THEME OF
DR. ANGELOU'S POEM

BRINGING THE GIFTS THAT MY ANCESTORS GAVE

MIRRORS OUR OWN.
FOR 50 YEARS UNCF
COLLEGES HAVE

I AM THE DREAM AND THE HOPE OF THE SLAVE

HELPED STUDENTS
RISE TO NEW HEIGHTS
OF ACADEMIC

SUpp

A

ORT THE UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND

j

r

j

ACHIEVEMENT AND
s e

mind is a terrible thing to waste.

PRODUCTIVE LIVES.

NOW Y O U

can r
THE CHALLENGE

I rise

, s e to

AND SUPPORT THIS
EFFORT. CALL
1 -800-332 UNCF.

I rise
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Books
By Louis Owens
Truly I love books divine,
Food they are to souls like mine;
Knowledge they will freely give,
Come take that your soul might live.
They add to life a fiery zest,
That long may burn within your breast;
Flavor to the heart they truly give,
Come take that your heart might live.

Destination
By Kathryn Kuykendol
To reach the highest mountain top
I must climb beyond the hill
I must climb above the cliffs, you see
And climb on further still.
To reach the farthest rainbow's end
And find a pot of gold
I must keep striving onward
It's rewarding I am told.
I'm aiming for the mountain top
The rainbow's end to see
Because my destination
Is entirely left to me.
So come with me up the mountain top
And we'll find this pot of gold;
The sky is the limit in my destination
That's what my future holds!

The Great Question
By Louis Owens
Must I live each day for Christ?
Or must I live for men?
Must I follow sin?
My flesh says yes; my soul says no.
Which way then, must I go?

Happiness
By Gloria P. Harris
Real happiness comes from one's soul,
Not the material things this world may
hold;
Material things will soon decay,
But one's soul is here to stay.
Just a sweet smile on a pleasant face,
Or a kind word said with grace;
These things without a frown or tear
Will bring happiness to you, dear.
Why, then should thou be sad?
To thee happiness can be had.
Living in God's wonderful world,
Happiness is one sweet word.

A Hope of Life
By Carrie Matthews
In a country known as Korea
And several other distant lands,
There are thousands and thousands of
soldiers,
Asking for helping hands.
Some have fought for many years,
Others, only a year or two.
But they all seem to be asking,
What are we going to do?"
These soldiers are only hoping
That their lives may be spared,
But from what we are doing
It seems as if no one cared.
But friends and American citizens,
Let us give these boys a chance;
Let them know that life is worth living
And every man can advance.

That Eternal Reward
By Earl Parrish
When this old world is destroyed
And all the records are put away;
Waiting at the gate with a bowed head
Wouldn't you like to hear some angel say?
"Making a success of life was a rugged task
Many tried-but most of them failed
But that weary old man, standing there,
Did his job and did it well!"
"In the right—he stood with the minority
Sometimes depressed and called the fool,
With a staunch determination defeated wrong
Not lingering to break the golden rule.
To the sick-he was medicine,
And for the dead—he was a mourner
To the ignorant-he was the teacher,
And to the borrower-he was a lender."
He was not a man, who feared to fight,
For I've seen him fight with the lesser,
Sometimes he was the smiling loser
But never the stubborn aggressor.
So here, old man—put down your burdens;
Lift your weary eyes to the blazing sun
Pass through these gates, for, as of now,
Your eternal life has just begun."

The Mysteries
of Night
By James Franklin
My fears of the night have just begun,
for has just vanished the evening sun,
I now must slumber, watch and wait
for the blackness of the night to break.
But oh! What is that in my doorway?
Could it be something from far away?
Could it be the devil at this hour of
night?
For I'm sure I said my prayers tonight.
But as I rub my eyes 1 find
Nothing but a coat of mine;
And looking out the light I see,
The breaking of the day and the sun to
be.
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This is from a Manassas High School Prom, circa 1958. This photo was featured in Public Television's WKNO
Memphis Memoirs.

The Manassas Newsette Staff in 1959
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um that was named in her honor, Taylor Auditorium once stood.
the Cora P. Taylor Auditorium, at
In 1929, Mr. J. Ashton Hayes
Manassas High school. This his was appointed principal of the
toric building was demolished in school. During his tenure of 24
1976 to make improvements to
years, the modern structure of 50
the school. Today, a historical rooms was completed. He also
marker of Isaac Hayes, a coined the motto of the school.
Grammy and Academy Award "The Best Is None Too Good for
winner singer, composer actor , Manassas" and helped in secur
and graduate of Manassas, stands ing qualified teachers and sup
on the spot where the Cora P. port personnel for the school.

During his tenure, Mrs. Georgia principalship of the school in
P. Quinn, a Manassas vocal 1983. Mr. White's tenure lasted
music teacher, wrote the school from 1983-1996. Today, the
song, "God and Blue, the school is in the very capable
Emblem of Manassas."
hands of Mr. Joe Davis.
Mr. Louis B. Hobson, a former
Support for the school has come
teacher at Manassas, was from the Manassas Alumni
appointed principal of the school Chapters, the community, and
in 1953. During his tenure, he the adopters: Baptist Memorial
often told the students to strive to Healthcare,
the
Federal
be their best. After 25 dedicated Correctional Institution (FCI),
years at the North Memphis and Trinity C.M.E. Church.
School, Mr. Hobson retired and a
Through the years, the hallowed
former graduate of the school, halls of Manassas have produced
Mr. Logan Mitchell (1974-1980) outstanding graduates who have
was handed the mantle as princi excelled in all walks of life.
pal to continue the Manassas tra Their accomplishments read like
dition of excellence. During his
Who's Who in our society.
tenure, the school was completeJy renovated and air-conditioned. Sources:
Other accomplishments during Jones, Addie, "Portrait of a
his tenure included overseeing Ghetto School," N. Y: Vanguard
the completion of an office, Press, 1970
library, new vocal music depart Memphis Landmarks
ment, Vocational Office of Memphis Heritage
Education, and a home econom Various Class Reunion Books
ics facility.
and Interviews
In 1980, Mr. Longino Cooke
E. A. league's Memoirs
was appointed principal which
lasted only two years until Mr.
See related story on page 3
Robert S. White, Sr. took the

1973. Re-elected six times, he
left in 1989 as the longest serv
ing president in the city's histoty.
He served as guest lecturer in
Advanced Political Science in
1990 at Baldwin Wallace
College. He was elected NAACP
president for the Cleveland
Chapter in 1992.
Forbes was appointed by the
Governor of Ohio in 1996 to the
Oversight Board of the Bureau
Worker's Compensatioa There,
he was appointed chaitman of
the Investment Committee where
he created s $2 billion fund that
was managed by minority money
managers. The fund is the first of
its kind in the country and con
stituted the largest amount of
money any institution has ever

and returned $13.2 million in
disputed taxes to the Cleveland
School District.
Geotge Foibes was the recipient
of the Outstanding Community
Leadership Recognition Award
in 1983; the Black Professional
of the Year in 1987; the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Crusader of the
Year Award in 1989; Honorary
Doctorate Degrees from: Central
State University, Baldwin
Wallace College and Cleveland
State
University;
the
Distinguished Alumni Award in
1990 and the In Tribute to the
Pubiic Service Award in 1934
from Cleveland State University.
Foibes and his wife, the former
Mary Fleming, have three
daughters, and three grandchil-

dren. He is an active member of
Werner
United
Methodist
Church. He serves on the Board
of Trustees of numerous civic
activities including the Board of
Trustees of Baldwin Wallace
College, St. Luke's Foundation
and Town Hall of Cleveland Bar
Associations and the National
Association of Defense Lawyers.
George
Forbes will be
Manassas High School's keynote
speaker at the Centennial
Banquet to be held at 7:00 p.m.,
Saturday, August 7 in the
Sheraton Four Points Grand
Ballroom

at the Sheraton Four Points
Hotel. The black tie Centennial
gala on Saturday night will have
a keynote speaker Attorney
Foibes. a 1949 graduate
Geotge Foibes, a 1949 graduate,
now of Cleveland, Ohio. Foibes
co-founded Cleveland's first
black-owned law firm in 1971
and is currently managing parttier. Elected in 1973 as president
of Cleveland's City Council, he
was re-elected six times, becom
ing the longest serving president
when he left in 1989. Foibes is a
member of the Ohio, Cuyahoga
and Cleveland Bar Associations
and the National Association of
Defense Lawyers. Foibes is mar-

tied and has three daughters.
Academy and Grammy Award
winner Isaac Hayes, Dr. William
"Bill" Hurd, Ernestine Dillard
and Rosa Jemison are just a few
and Rosa Jemison are just a few
of the acts scheduled to perform
on the Annual show on Friday
night.
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THE CORA R TAYLOR
AUDITORIUM
The Cora. E Taylor Auditorium was erected
In 1927. It was named In honor of Mrs. Cora
Price Taylor (1885-1932). who served as
the first high school principal of Manassas
from 1909-1929. She personally hauled bricks
by truck from MllUngton to help build the
auditorium that hosted school assemblies.
ublic affairs, and community events, In
976, this historical auditorium was demolished
to make room for improvements to Manassas
High School.

?

SEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

History
from page 5
help African American public
schools in the South in the
1920s. In 1924, Manassas was
the largest Rosenwald School in
the South and in the nation. In
1927, Mrs. Cora P. Taylor, along
with students, faculty and the
community erected the auditori

Forbes,

from page 5
munity. He served in the United
States Marine Corps from 1951
to 1953; taught social studies in
the Cleveland Public School and
was elected to
in 1964
Cleveland City Council. In 1971,
he co-founded Cleveland's first
black-owned law firm,
now
called Forbes, Fields, &
Associates Co., L.P.A., where he
currently serves as managing
partner. He became Majority
Leader of Cleveland City
Counsel in 1972 and was elected
co-chairman of the Cuyahoga
County Democratic Party and
served until 1978. He was elect
ed City Council president in

Reclaiming the

. mm

nation and throughout the world.
Beginning in 1983, the North
Memphis community surround
ing the school (as did other
areas) began to experience a con

for control of minority
money managers.
His expertise in public law and
the operation of municipal gov
ernment is unparalleled among
his peers. He sponsored
Cleveland's first gun control
ordinance. In 1983, as City
Council president, he passed one
of the nation's most comprehen
sive laws requiring the city to set
aside fixed percentages of its
contracts to minorities and
women. In 1978, 1981. and
1985, he won Council approval
for three politically dangerous
tax increases which lifted thecityout of default and restored finan
cial integrity. In 1989. he won
property tax abatement for LTV
Steel, which saved 6,500 jobs

as its number one goal, the reju
venation of the school particular
ly through student enrollment
Manassas High School was
and enrichment. The alumni
erected in 1899. The original
association members believe that
ritutairfi. nra inmiiwH anH
school consisted of a two-room tinuing decline in the presence of «.r
if students are inspired and
frame structure founded by a local industry and business. strengthened through education,
group of concerned citizens who Those components which had they will be empowered socially
wanted to educate the children of been a complement to the com and economically. The legacy of
the community. For many years munity and to the growth of Manassas is her rich heritage.
Manassas grew into a bustling Manassas, were dying. Now dur Manassas continues to prepare
population of over 1600 pupils. ing the final
days of the many graduates to compete in a
In recent years, there has been a
Centennial years in which metropolitan global society. The
sharp drop in student enrollment. Manassas was created, another aspiration is to restore the school
However, Manassas has prepared group of concerned citizens, the to its former excellence.
thousands of students to assume alumni, prepare to rescue the
The four-day celebration will
the role of "responsible citizen" school itself from extinction. The kick off Thursday, August 5 at 7
within the local community, the 1999 Centennial Celebration has
p.m. with an Opening Ceremony

from page 3
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See related story on page 5.
Also, contributing to this article
was the Manassas Alumni
Association.

August 5-8, 1999

The Mid-South Tribune Special Edition

Page 27

August 5-8, 1999

THe Mid-South Tribune Special Edition

Page 29

100th Anniversary Steering Committee Manassas

Front Row L to R James Phillips, Frances Owens, Claudia Butler, Nadie Kinnard,
Cheryl Rivers, Juanita Hayes, Allene McGuire. 2nd Row: Mary Bonner, Juanita
Chambers, Annette Young, Helen Kelly, 3rd row: Beverly Garrett, Bertha Barbour,
Beverly Coleman, Maggie Golden. 4th Row: Samuel Hampton, Julia Woodard,
Od.e Tolbert, Erma Black, Mattie Guy. Last Row: James Black, James Thmpson,
Fred Johnson, Melvin Mackey. (Photo by Earl Stan hack)

Living History
from page 7
River, the Crown Jewels, the
tower of London" and "I went to
Anne Boleyn's House - she was
beheaded you know; and
Thomas a Becket, Canterbury...
I crossed the English Channel
coming from another part of the
world.
In Spain I visited
Barcelona, Madrid, and Saragosa
where -who was that who wrote
Don Quixote? - where
Cervantes lived and it was a thrill
to drive through their village and
to see, just as it was a thrill to
drive through Lichtenstein in
Germany where the Grimm
brothers lived. It was fascinating
to see that Austria is the most
beautiful country in the world.
Fascinating to go through
Switzerland and Innesbrucke. In
Rome the background of Latin

came forth - Rome where
Caesar was killed; the Sistine
Chapel. All of that. I was able

"I saw Elizabeth Barret
Browning's grave site in
Florence. You see, Robert
is buried in Westminster
Abbey. In France of course
there is the Louvre
Museum, the Versailles
palace. I had the opportu
nity to go to the opera with
one of my students, Alpha
Browner, where Alpha was
the guest of Opera
France."
to stand there and see it all. In
Florence, Italy, the paintings are
just breathtaking. They were
also beautiful in Spain at the El
Prado. I went to Sienna and
Venice in Italy. The pigeons are
very outstanding in Florence.
The people feed the pigeons.

Also, the Basilica is so wonder
ful. You see all the names of the
Catholic parishes in there and
where Paul stood. Then I saw at
statue of David —
by
Michelangelo - in Florence. I
saw Elizabeth Barret Browning's
gravesite in Florence. You see,
Robert is buried in Westminster
Abbey. In France of course there
is the Louvre Museum, the
Versailles palace. I had the
opportunity to go to the opera
with one of my students, Alpha
Brawner, where Alpha was the
guest of Opera France. I rode
down the Seine. I went to
Amsterdam, where Anne Frank
spent two years. I've travelled
on a cruise, and there again I
came in touch with the Spanish
influence at Plata, Santo
Domingo, the Bahamas, and St.
Thomas.
Then, I have been
blessed to travel to Jerusalem,

Egypt, and Greece. I've seen the
Mediterranean on twosides. The
Mediterranean Sea is very rough
in the east. It is sort of pretty and
blue and mild in the west I
crossed the desert.
Jerusalem
just really fascinates you. To
think that you are at the River
Jordan and that you ride down
the Galilee Sea and all these
things you learned as a child.
This gives vent to great joy that
you were able to experience this.
I had communion in Jerusalem.
There are all kinds of faiths and
churches in Jerusalem. It is so
interesting that all of these reli
gions have one thing in mind; to
do the very best they can in life.
It is not about denominations."
Afterword:
Reluctantly, the interview had to
come to an end. Yet I am happy
and thankful to have recorded

this memoir of one Manassas
High School's great teachers. I
am privileged to have spoken
with this marvelous woman who
taught within the Memphis City
Schools system for forty years.
Mrs. Thomas has travelled
extensively too within the United
States, and retains a fine and
wonderful disposition about the
beauty and sensitivities of life.
In addition to Manassas High
School and LeMoyne College,
Mrs. Thomas also studied at
Hofstra University in New York.
When her health and stamina
permit, Mrs. Thomas still attends
the theater and cultural events.
She attends church at Calvary
Episcopal
in
downtown
Memphis.

:
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At the legendary Sutherland
Lounge, I had a great time listen
from page 10
ing to and talking with pianist
Harold
Mabern
and
one alternative to aging, I cele
brate my birthdays with Joie de Saxophonist Frank Strozier
vivre\) Marshall Shanks 1 have who were appearing there at the
found you to be full of that same time. My good friend Sylvia
Hall (from Queens, New York)
lively spirit. Your picture I rec
ognized by the eyes and those said, "Girl, you don't know
ever present glasses, but the those people!" Wasn't Sylvia
camera must have been on the surprised when both Frank and
blink. Only one third of your Harold came down from the
person is in the picture. Your stage to greet their Manassas
photograph shows neither your alumna. (Remember the jazz
MJT Plus Three'?
current height nor breadth with group
emphasis on the bread-th. In Remember the Sousa Band ?!
The
music
was grand.) I shared
other years I found Ann nee
Crump Sargent who was the a second tete a tete' with
Harold
Mabern
at the 1996
secretary of her class and
Mildred nee Crump Fly who LeMoyne-Owen Renaissance
gala.
I
was
delighted
that cos
was an active and popular gradu
mopolitan, talented Harold
ate. Both ladies were beautiful
remembered
Chicago!
Later,
as school girls and I am happy to
report, are just as beautiful today. fun companions in Chicago were
Erma
Walker
and
Lula
Patton.
Brenda Lauderdale, your new
dark & lovely bronze is just sen In my travels I met Delores
Myra
Miller,
sational. James Letcher, I saw Macklin.
you at the supermarket the other Dorothy Pool and the late
Ernest
Withers,
Jr.
in
day! You are almost ready to fit
back into that SHARP drum Washington, D.C. At Bethesda
Naval
Hospital,
Bethesda,
major's uniform. Hollye nee
Martin Shotwell - don't even Maryland, I had the opportunity
think about it. I do hasten to add to meet medical extern. Navy
that I think YOU (Hollye) would Lieutenant Junior Grade Alvin
have been able fo kick higher Crawford (brother of Manassas'
than Hamilton High School's Coach Crawford) through the
Elaine nee Johnson Campbell courtesy of my late mother and
kicked in that WKNO Television Dr. A. E. Home, Sr., also
Special. (The Tiger's challenge Manassas Tigers. On other
United States Navy decks. I was
endures. Yours truly literally and
figuratively stole Booker T. happy to greet Friedel Green,
Washington's mascot during Jerry Miller, Joseph Delane
and most serendipitously. the late
their High School fete.)
Looking back, I was always Essex Barlow, Jr.
I leave you with the sage words
pleasantly surprised by the num
ber of Manassas graduates I met selected by Mildred Crump Fly
as
her graduation reflection:
in other cities. A few years after
graduation I found myself greet "Heights of great men reached
or
kept
were not attained by sud
ing Thomas"Cookie" Bowie on
a beautiful afternoon in the mid den flight, but they while their
companions
slept were toiling
dle of
New York City's
upward through the night."
Broadway. We shared a brief
See
you
Nosh time at the
hello in that still to me astound
ing moment.
As other years Manassas School 100 year
Reunion.
unfolded, I chanced to see at
125th Street and Seventh Avenue A Wonderful Life...
I moved through the theme of
in New York, model-couturier
Helen Williams. I literally death and dying, into what I
believed
was funny and anecdo
bumped into James Ella Austin
at the once famous Club Baron tal regarding a few people I have
known
from
just a few to very
on Lenox Avenue (a short trek
from 125th & Seventh). In the many years. I chuckled as I
wrote,
believing
that the people
Chicago Loop, I met and chatted
with Mrs. Elvira Williams, about and to whom I made refer
ence
would
find
the
comments as
Manassas mathematics teacher.

amusing as I. When one can
share an easy exchangewith peo
ple without fear of their becom
ing offended, and when one is
glad to see another because it is
almost certain that an enjoyable
moment will be passed, I con
sider that one has found a friend.
A further part of friendship is
that the other person hears your
point of view, shares (by your
desire) his or her opinion, and
does so in a manner which helps
you to appreciate the experience
more. The friend leaves your

"The friend leaves your
confidence intact by vali
dating your right to your
own emotional evaluation - your feelings. You are
appreciated whether or not
you share the same point of
view. To me such a person
was, Marshall Ira Shanks."
confidence intact by validating
your right to your ownemotional
evaluation - your feelings. You
are appreciated whether or not
you share the same point of view.
To me such a person was,
Marshall Ira Shanks.
On July 7th I handed the fin
ished copy of the Manassas
Centennial Nosh column to the
Mid-South Tribune editor. I con
sidered the column a fluff piece - designed to evoke someserious
thought -- yet it was mostly for
laughs and prankish banter. The
themes were universal because
they spoke of childhood acquain
tance. reunion and death. It was
personal because the references
were particular to me and to indi
viduals I know. In one of those
ironies of fate, some of my ban
tering comments in that column
were directed toward Marshall.
Three days later with his sudden
death, I came to the realization
that no one else could appreciate
my joke as well as he. Without
him that banter was suddenly
empty; to some it might seem
bizarre. I began to better appre
ciate the particular camaraderie
which he and I had shared. I
realized that there was no one
else who could truly appreciate
the individual impact that
Marshall, and now his death had
effected on me. I understood that
there were others who would suf

fer more deeply and much more
painfully from his loss — most of
all his special loved ones - his
parents, his children, his closest
family, and lifelong friends. My
greatest sense of loss came from
the fact that I felt that no one
would ever appreciate my per
sonal loss. Who would rally
round me? Sentiments such as
"everybody loved Marshall"
would not comfort me because
they still missed the individual
equation and represented an
exaggeration. There are some
persons who seem to be liked by
an overwhelming majority of
people, and Marshall was one of
these. Ubiquitous love is a nice
way of thinking as related to
divine decree. Yet the existence
of baffling villains who seem
determined to destroy civiliza
tion, puts the lie to that cliche as
nothing else might. I reflected
on what might comfort me. The
first was a prayer for Marshall
Shank's repose. The second was
appreciation for what seemed his
appreciation of me. I knew that
he would have laughed and
joined in my now passe banter.
To help lift my spirits, he proba
bly would have prepared for me
some of that delicious food that
he loved to eat, talk about, and
feed to anyone who would join
him. I thought: Marshall Ira
Shanks lived with compassion, a
great deal of humor, and gusto. I
considered that he would wish
for me to remember him always
and to live the same.
Dedicated to Marshall Ira
Shanks August 10, 1950 — July
10,1999

For further information con
cerning Arlene Sanders' Social
Nosh columns, Book Reviews,
Personality Profiles, and Film
Reviews check out The MidSouth Tribune website and the
Black Information Highway
(B.I.H.) at:
www.midsouthtribune.com
or call (901) 728-5001.
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Memory Lane

Ann Crump

Mildred Crump

James Franklin

Barbara Ward

r>
U
O. J. Hodge

Special Nosh Note;
Hezikiah Malone, Alumnus and Manassas Teacher until 1952
is scheduled as Prayer breakfast speaker.
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We are now
over the world

Meet us at the center of the universe at:
www.midsouthtribune.com
Introducing B.I.H. = The Black Information Highway
Linking with Microsoft's Encarta Africana
http://encarta.msn.com/africana/
and ProNet for Black businesses and Entrepreneurs
The Mid-South Tribune
1099 Forrest Avenue
Memphis, TN. 38105
901-728-5001
Fax: 901-728-5006

'Where there is no vision, the people will perish.

wmm

Just wanted you to know
where we're coming from.
55.FIRSTTENNESSEE
All Things Financials

